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PROCEEDINGS 


PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1915. 


The ninety-fifth annual session of the Union Baptist Association 
convened with Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. 

Devotional exercises conducted by Rev. 8S. R. Young, after which the 
Association was called to order. 

The Clerk being absent, Rev. T. E. Summers was made Clerk pro 
tem. 

L. L. Posey and H. T. Jones were appointed Reading Clerks. Asso- 
ciational letters were then called for and the following churches 
responded by letter and messengers: 

Antioch—W. C. Bufkins, D. H. Bishop. 

Beech Grove—C. L. Young, Ben Shannon. 

Brushy Fork—W. R. Trim, W. W. Trim, R. O. Bailess. 

Bethesda—C. N. Montgomery, Warren Dennis, Walter Davis. 

Center Chapel—J. T. Foster, P. A. Roberts, H. T. Jones. 

Fellowship—By letter. 

Hermanville—H. Coleman, J. A. Lord, Mrs. W. F. Gordon. 

Martin—S. R. Young. 

New Providence—Love Hartley, Charles Carlyle. 

Peidmont—Bertie Cupit, Jeff Cupit, Jr. 

Pleasant Hill—C. M. Smith, W. H. Thedford, A. L. Smith, M. E. 
Furr, Cora Godbolt. 

Port Gibson—M. B. Watson, T. E. Summers. 

Unity—Wm. Holder, Alice Harrington, C. 8. Harrington. 

Red Lick—By letter and pastor, J. W. Miller. 

Rodney—By letter. 

Feyette—Bantiat Church waa_received and the following delegates 
enrolled. L. L. Posey, ll Case. 

On motion, the regular minutes were suspended and the following 
officers elected: S. R. Young, Moderator; C. L. Young, Treasurer; 
T. E. Summers, Clerk. 

On motion, the following order of business was adopted: Call to 
order, organize, call for petitionary letters, call for correspondence, 
report of committees, and adjournment. 

On motion, the associational sermon was deferred until 1:30 p.m. 

Correspondence arranged. 

To Carey Association—Bert Cupit. 

To Copiah Association—W. C. Bufkin, Charles Carlyle. 

To State Convention—S. R. Young. 

To Southern Baptist Convention—L. L. Posey. 

On motion, the report on Missions was made a special order for 
Friday morning at 11 o'clock. 

The report on Mississippi Baptist Hospital was read by S. R. Young. 

Adjourned for dinner until 1:30 o’clock. 
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FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association was called together by singing. The associational 
sermon was preached by Rev. T. E. Summers. Text, Gen. 4:9, “Am | 
my brother's keeper?” 

The report on Mississippi Baptist Hospital was discussed by S. R 
Young, J. N. Miller and adopted. (See Appendix A.) 

The report on prohibition was presented by W. H. Thedford. Dis- 
cussed by W. H. Thedford, L. L. Posey, T. E. Summers, M. E. Furr, 
and adopted (See Appendix B.) 


The Association then adjourned to meet at 9:30 o'clock Friday 
morning 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Association was called together by singing and prayer. 

The report on family worship was presented by J. A. Lord. Dis- 
cussed by T. E. Summers, J. R. Carter, and adopted. (See Appen 
dix C.) 

The report on publications wag read by H. L. Coleman. Discussed 
by H. L. Coleman, J. R. Carter, and adopted. (See Appendix D.) 

On motion, the report on the Baptist Orphanage was made a special 
order for rriday at 2 o'clock p.m 

The report on Missions was read by S. R. Young. Discussed by 
S. R. Young, J. R. Carter, L. L. Posey, and adopted. (See Appen 
dix M.) 

The Association then adjourned for dinner until 1:30 o’clock p.m 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association was called together by singing and prayer. 

The report on Sunday Schools was presented by Bertie Cupit. Dis 
cussed by H. L. Coleman and adopted. (See Appendix E.) 

The report on Mississippi Baptist Orphanage was read by M. E 
Furr. Discussed by J. R. Carter. Amended by requesting that one 
day in October be adopted as Orphans’ Day throughout the Associa 
tion, the proceeds of which be sent to the Baptist Orphanage at Jack 
son. The report was then adopted. (See Appendix F.) 

The report on ministerial relief was read by C. L. Young. Dis- 
cussed by C. L. Young, L. L. Posey, 8. R. Young, J. R. Carter, and 
adopted. (See Appendix G.) 

The report on B. Y. P. U. work was presented by Miss Alice Har- 
rington. Discussed by T. E. Summers, J. N. Miller, and adopted. (See 
Appendix H.) : 

The report on finances was read by L. L. Posey and adopted. (See 
Appendix I.) 

The report on nominations was read by M. B. Watson and adopted. 
(See Appendix J.) 

The report on Christian education was read by T. E. Summers. 
Discussed by J. N. Miller, L. L. Posey, 8. R. Young, and adopted. 
(See Appendix K.) 

The report on W. M. U. work was read by Mrs. Cora Godbolt. 


ce by J. R. Carter, H. L. Coleman, and adopted. (See Appen- 
x L.) 
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On motion, the Clerk was instructed to have the minutes of the 
Association printed and draw on the Treasurer for expenses and salary. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved. That the thanks of the Association are hereby tendered 
to the Pleasant Hill Church and the community at large for their 
unmeasured hospitality and royal entertainment during our brief 
sojourn in their midst 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet with Hermanville 
Baptist Church on Thursday before the fourth Sunday in October, 1916. 

S. R. YOUNG, Moderator. 
T. E. SUMMERS, Clerk. 


APPENDIX A.—REPORT ON HOSPITAL. 


The Mississippi Baptist Horpital, located at Jackson, Miss., is the 
property of the Mississippi Baptist Convention, and is operated under 
the direction of a board of trustees appointed by said convention. 


It is open to both pay and benevolent patients, and is the only 
hospital in the State open alike to all physicians and surgeons. 

A visiting staff has been selected to look after the benevolent work, 
composed of practitioners in all the different departments of the ser- 
vice. Those who pay choose their own practitioner. 

The original building is an old frame residence, and the building 
\ith the lot on which it stood was a gift from some of the leading 
practitioners of the city. The hospital began work the first of Jan- 
uary, 1911, and during the first four years over 1,000 patients were 
treated in that building and many more would have been cared for but 
for lack of room. 

Our present building was opened for patients December 1, 1914. 
‘lhis building is three stories high and will accommodate about fifty 
patients. It is built of brick and reinforced concrete, and is recog- 
nized as one of the best buildings of its kind, size considered, to be 
found in the South 

More than 400 patients have been treated in this building. Of these 
s2 were benevolent and 105 were part benevolent. Of the whole 
number treated, 70 were children, many of whom came from the differ- 
ent orphanages of the city. Besides these, it will be interesting to 
know that several ministers of different denominations have been cared 
for, as well as members of the families of ministers. 


Finances. 


In order to secure the immediate erection of the much needed 
building, the trustees issued and sold $30,000.00 worth of bonds, giving 
as security the subscriptions made to the hospital and all the prop- 
erty of the ho:pital. Five thousand dollars were borrowed later to 
aid in buying equipment and furnishings. It will thus be seen that 
while we have a plant easily worth $60,000.00, there is a debt of 
$25,000.00. This money is to be refunded in annual installments dur- 
ing the next five years, and must come from the subscriptions already 
given and from further contributions. 

By the exercise of good business sense, the hospital has been able 
this year to meet running expenses, by the help of voluntary contribu-— 
tions of eatables and linens, notwithstanding the good amount of 
benevolent work done. C 
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Needs. 


First—That the recommendations passed by the Convention last 
fall be observed, namely, that every church include the hospital in 
the list of objects for regular contributions, and further, that $10,000.00 
be raised for hospital purposes this year, to be divided between the 
hospital at Memphis and the one at Jackson. 

Second—The prompt payment of all subscriptions as they fall due. 

Third—Contributions of eatables and linens whereby the hospital 
shall be enabled to care for more who cannot care for themselves. 

Fourth—The hospital does not want any one to get sick; but inas-— 
much as they are and since the hospital is now prepared to care for 
so many more and has proven its ability to care for them economically 
and skillfully, we need to recommend it to those needing hospital 
attention 

Fifth—Most of all the hospital needs your prayers that the work 
done there may be well pleasing to him, ever remembering that this 
hospital has no right to exist save as serves in the advancement of 
the Master’s kingdom. 


APPENDIX B.—REPORT ON PROHIBITION. 


I am aware that there is a prejudice against any man who manufac 
tures alcohol. I believe that from the time it issues from the distillery 
until it empties into the jaws of death, dishonor and crime, it demoral 
izes everybody that touches it, from its source to where it ends. | 
do not believe anybody can contemplate the object without being preju 
diced against the liquor crime. Let us contemplate its terrible works. 
It breaks the father’s heart, bereaves the doting mother, extinguishes 
natural affection, erases conjugal love, blots out filial attachments, 
blights parental hopes, brings down mourning, aye in sorrow to the 
grave. It produces weakness, not strength: sickness, not health: 
death, not life. It makes wives widows, children orphans, fathers 
fiends, all of them paupers and beggars. It feeds rheumatism, invites 
cholera, imports pestilence and embraces consumption. It covers the 
land with idleness, misery, crime. It fills your almshouses and de 
mands your asylums. It engen‘ers controversies, fosters quarrels and 
furnishes victims for your scaffolds. It is the life blood of the gamb 
ler, the element of the burglar, the prop of the highwayman and the 
supporter of the midnight incendiary. 

It suborns witnesses nurses perjury, defiles the jury box and stains 
the judicial ermine. It degrades the citizen, debares the legislator, 
dishonors the statesman, disarms the patriot. It brings shame, not 
honor; misery, not safety: and with the malevolence of a fiend it 
calmly surveys its frightful and unsatiated havoc. It poisons felicity, 
kills peace, ruins morals, blights confidente, slays reputation, then 
curses the world and langhs at the ruins If murders the soul. It is 
the sum of all villainies, the father of all crimes, the mother of all 
abomipations, the devil's best friend and God's worst enemy. 


APPENDIX C.—REPORT ON FAMILY WORSHIP. 


No place is more sacred than the home No influence is more far- 
reaching and freighted with more far-reaching results than the home 
influence. It is a sad fact that the old custom of having the “family 
altar” in the home is giving away to other practices and influences less 
helpful and some of them even hurtful. This should not be. For no 
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one in this life forgets the home influence. We never forget the 
prayers sent up by father and mother as they have knelt by the hearth- 
stone while we were children, and many young men and women have 
been brought back to home and to God through the influence of the 
worship in the home. We have always understood the term “family 
worship” to have reference to the practice of reading God’s word and 
praying in the home. This is of untold importance, but is not all of 
real family worship. The placing of good books and wholesome litera— 
ture of whatever form in the home is a real service to God, and is as 
effectual for good as any form of worship. How little we know and 
care about what our children are reading in the home. Is it worth 
while to pray with and for our families and permit them to be sur- 
inded by unwholesome reading matter ’ 

The setting of good examples for our children is a form of real ser- 
vice and worship. There {s no better opportunity for this than in 
the home life and no better time than every day that we live among 
them. A father. whose custom it was to cross the street while on 
his way to his place of business, in order to get his morning drink, 
chanced to look back one morning and observed his little boy stepping 
in the tracks that he had made in the snow. The little fellow said: 
“Go on, papa; I am stepping right in your tracks.” The father thought: 
“Where will he go if he follows my tracks this morning,” and turning 
around he resolved that if his child followed him he would never 
walk into the saloon across the street. Brother, where will your child 
go if he follows your examples? 


APPENDIX D.—PUBLICATIONS. 


\Ve as Christian people cannot afford to neglect so great and im- 
portant matter as furnishing ourselves and family with good religious 
literature to read. The word of God is the first and most important 


book to be read by every child of God. No home is a well-regulated 
Christian home unless each member has a Bible of their own. Then 
we should take and read our State paper to keep in touch with our 
State work, the Home Field, to keep posted on Home Missions, the 
Foreign Mission Journal in order that we may know what we are 
doing to take the gospel to the uttermost part of the world. 
Respectfully, H. L. COLEMAN. 


APPENDIX E.—SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The Sunday School work should be the most important work in the 
church, for I believe that it is one of the strongest branches in leading 
the young and tender hearts to Christ. It is the first step to Chris— 
tianity. The parents should carry their children to Sunday School 
and show them that they are trying to live a life that they are not 
ashamed for them to follow. I am sorry that we are neglecting this 
great work as we are. The Christian people are not interested as they 
should be, and therefore we cannot expect our children to take the step 
that they should. 

We should realize that it might be the means of leading some lost 
soul to Christ. I am sorry to note that our satistics show only seven 
out of fifteen churches in the Association reported any Sunday School 
last year. Therefore, we should realize there is a work in the Sunday 


School for every Christian to do. 
BURT CUPIT, Committee. 









































APPENDIX F.—ORPHANAGE. 


Eighteen years ago the Mississippi Baptist Orphanage was estab 
lished to provide a home for homeless children. Since then about 


700 children have received the benefit of the Orphanage, many of them’ 


reared in the Home. 

Hundreds of them who spent a longer or shorter time are now out 
in the different communities of the State and in other States, and 
in the main are making good. We have now in the Home 230 chil 
dren, with many others wanting to come, for whom we have no room. 

Our children attend school seven or eight months each year. Out 
of school hours and during vacation they are taught to do all manner 
of domestic work. Our girls doing the cooking, general housework, 
washing, ironing and sewing; our boys doing the hauling, general 
farm work, caring for the stock and running the machinery. Some 
of the children each year get the training in the printing office, get 
ting out the Gem each month and doing some job work. \ 

Our home is supported entirely by voluntary contributions. A goodly 
number of Sunday Schools are now sending regularly each month, many 
of them five dollars, which supports a child in the Home. Some are 
sending more, and some less. 

We would suggest that all of our Sunday Schools adopt the: plan of 
giving something each month to the support of our orphan children 
Let our women continue to send in boxes of clothing for girls and 
boys from two to sixteen years old, and let our churches send in al! 
kinds of provisions from the farm and from the store. everything that 
is needed in the ordinary home. taking advantage whenever possible 
of the Thanksgiving cars, which will carry everything free of charge. 

Pray for the Home and its management. f 

M. E. FURR, Committee 


APPENDIX F.—REPORT ON MINISTERIAL RELIEF. 


Ministerial relief is a subject that God's people should give more 
consideration, Can we as Christians be content with seeing those 
faithful servants of God, who by the infirmities of old age are forced 
to retire from the work and fight the battle of life through the few 
remaining days they have left? The minutes of the last Association 
show a contribution of $9.70 to this cause. Do we as Christians feel 
under obligations to those who have served God and the people so 
faithfully in former days? Surely we do, and should contribute to 
their relief more liberally. 

Respecifully, c. L. YOUNG 


APPENDIX H.—REPORT ON B. Y. P. U. 


We find that the B. Y. P. U. work is making much progress over 
our State, but we are sorry to find that the churches of the Union 
Association are still behind in this work 

If the Christian leaders of our churches could be made to realize 
the necessity of the B. Y. P. U. in training the young people for 
efficient leaders in the Lord’s work, and realize the responsibility 
that rests upon them in giving this training. | believe there would be 
more earnest efforts made to have a B. Y. P. U. in each church. 

The older members are fast passing away, and the younger ones have 
their places to fill. Are we going to let them try to do this work 
without any knowledge or any training in this line of work? If we 
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do we need not expect efficient service to be rendered by our young 
Christian workers, and the failure will be ours as well as theirs. 
There is no better way of training our young people than through the 
B Y. P. U.. The members are enlightened along the different phases 
of Christian work; they become intelligent Bible students, with broad 
missionary views, liberal givers, loyal Baptists and winners of souls, 
and many consecrate their whole lives to the work. 

Training for service is the keynote to the whole situation and no 
better method for training can be suggested than that given through 
the B. Y. P. U. 

Let each pastor in the Union Association urge the organization of a 
B. Y. P. U. in each of his churches, and let each Christian resolve to 
pit forth greater efforts toward the training of our young people for 
better service in the Master's work. 

Respectfully submitted, ALICE HARRINGTON. 


APPENDIX |I.—FINANCES. 


We, your committee, beg leave to report the following: 
Beech Grove, associational purposes 
New Providence... 
Hermanville 
Red Lick 
Bethesda 
Payette 
Piedmont 
Antioch 
Martin 
Brushy Fork. 
Rodney 
Fellowship 
Unity 
Pleasant Hill 
Port Gibson..... 
enter Chapel........ 60 
We respectfully urge upon the churches of this Association the 
necessity of making additional contributions for minutes and associa- 
tional purposes; that they make special efforts and have all moneys 
ready before going to the Association. Respectfully submitted, 
H. T. JONES, 
H. L. COLEMAN, 
L. L. POSEY, 
Committee. 


APPENDIX J.—NOMINATIONS. 


We, your committee, beg to report on nominations for 1915. 

Place of meeting, Hermanville. We recommend the time of meeting 
Thuréday, October 26th. 

Associational sermon by Dr. M. Q. Patterson. 


Standing Committees. 


Missions—Bro. H. L. Coleman. 
Orphanage—Bro. M. E. Furr. 
Sunday Schools—J. V. May. 
Publications—Bro. Edgar Edwards. 
Ministerial Relief—Bro. S. R. Young. 
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Prohibition—Bro. L. L. Posey 

Christian Education—Bro. J. N. Miller 

Family Worship—Bro. H. T. Jones 

B. Y. P. U—Mrs. A. L. Chapman 

hristian Hospitals—S. E. Dudley 

M. W. U.—Mre. L. L. Posey, A.'L. Smith, Wm. Holder, M. LB. Watson 


APPENDIX K.—REPORT ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 











God executes His purposes in this world by means of material! in 
strument$—the more efficient the instrument. the more susceptible to 
the operation of divine power. God always selects powerful means for 
the accomplishment of great ends. If He wishes to destroy a city He 
employs a. earth:\take. If tle wishes to devastate eto oi Lia 
try He unbridles a tempest. When He wished-to lay the foundation 
of Hlis church He ealisted the mightiest logician, the most brilliant 
scholar and the most elo,vent orator in all history. In the per.on «f 
Paui, the Apostie to the Gentiles. the work of ministerial education was 
established in recognition of this principle of divine activity. 

In advocating an educated ministry we do not claim that a trained 
mind is an indispensable essential for spiritual activity. We do not 
propose intellectual equipment as the prime qualification for the 
preacher. We do not constitute education ag the call to the ministry 

we only seek to provide God with the. efficient means of bringing 

bot great results. 

The prime reason for the backwardness of the Baptist denominatio 
n the great aggress've movements of our time is the lack of an edu 
cated ministry Give u- pastors with trained minds and we wi!! have 
churches with enlarged visions, contributing their part to onward 
movement of the Kingdom Ministerial education provides the most 
effectual solution to the problems which confront the Baptists of the 
‘South, and our people have recognized the fact and are answering 
“the call The day was when we were criticised for encouraging 
illiteracy among our preachers but henceforth we stand for an edu 
cated ministry 




























r 
APPENDIX L.—REPORT ON W. M. U. 


E SUMMERS, Committee 








The W. M. U. places Christ first in everything. Their object is 
to spread the gospel amo. g 1 peopie 

it has been over !1 ycar since the first woman's missionary socie 
ties began to be ‘tormed :. southern Baptist churches. They first 
met at Richmond, Va. Seven years ago they organized to foste: 
:oreign Mis:ions. Some seven years later they wisely added State 
Missions. Some iive years ago entered the realm of sociology and 
introduced work for the physical and spiritual uplift of the com 
munities in the vicinity of the individual societies They boldly 
assert that the promises of reward in the Bible are not beginners, but 
tg overcomers; that only those are fit for leaders who have overcome 
difficulties 

The idea! of the ‘WV. M. U is one million members enlisted in their 
great undertaking. When we see what one-fourth of that number is 
iccomplishing, who can forecast the tremendous results of this mighty 
force of well disciplined workers? 

When our Savior wanted the lost coin sought diligently He put a 
woman after it, and when He wanted the story of His glofious resur 
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rection delivered promptly and properly to the troubled disciples, He 
wisely delivered it to a woman The highest compliment that fell 
from our Savior’s lips was when He said, “She hath done what she 
could.” This should greatly encourage our little band of workers. 

It will be a great day for our Southern Baptist forces when we have 
a woman's missionary society in every Baptist church. 

One object of the W. M. U. is to raise money for the support of 
missionary training schools, hospitals, etc. Then, too, we get much 
good out of being a member. It teaches us to pray and work to- 
gether for the upbuilding of our Father's kingdom. 

We urge those who sre not members to come and join us, for there 
is much work to be done. 

Respectfully submitted, CORA GODBOLD. 


APPENDIX M—REPORT ON MISSIONS. 


“The field is the world.” our Lord declared. “The world is my par 
ish,” John Wesley replied What a wonderful change would take place 
in the wor'd if the churches of Christ would wake up to the funda- 
mental truth, that she is not the world field, but the force. “The field 
is the world.” The church is the force to give the gospel to the world 
‘And he said unto them, go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.” Mark 16:15. 

For convenience and efficiency Southern Baptists authorized the 
creation of three mission boards, viz., State, Home and Foreign. Our 
State Mission Boerd, located at Jackson, Miss., has charge of mission 
work in the State and has given us some facts about the work. State 
Missions is that channel through which the churches of the State 
undertake to combine and utilize their strength for the cause of Christ 
Two things are included: (1) An effort to bring all the churches in the 


State together for the conquest of the State through the gospel. (2) 
An effort to lead all the forces of the State out beyond for the conquest 
of the world for Christ. This is the task our Baptist people in Mis- 
sissippi have assumed for themselves and which they are prosecuting 
through their State Mission Board 


Work for the Year. 


At the convention in Oxford last November it wa recommended 
that the Convention Boerd lay out its work for the year on a basis 
of $43.000. This was done. The appropriations made to the different 
departments of work were °s follows: Pastoral support, $22,000° 
enlistment work, $6,000: church building, $7.200; Sunday Schoo] and 
BY. P. U. work, $3,500; woman’s work, $1.800; special work in con 
nection with the Agricultural High Schools of the State, $2,500. 

We are assisting thi: year 245 churches to pay their pastors, more 
than ever before in the history of State Mission work, and keeping 
three enlistment missionaries and two Sunday School and B. ¥. P. V. 
workers in the field for all of their time. From this it is seen that 
Mississippi Baptists this year are attempting greater things for their 
Lord than ever before 

Work Yet to Be Done. 

Mississippi is yet a great mission territory. There are in the State 

about 1,800,000 people. Of this number, including all those who make 


any kind of profession of religion, only 400,000 claim to be Christians, 
and of the 400.900 claiming to be Christiane only 160.000 are Baptists. 


ee 












| This leaves 1,400,000 who make no pretensions to religion. This is our 
challenge, as well as our opportunity. 


Significant Facts, 


There are 54 associations in the State. Only 49 gave financial 
tables. In these 49 associations there were 1,277 churches reported 
Of this number 737 gave to State Missions and 540 did not give. From 
these figures we find that less than 60 per cent. of the churches in Mis— 
sissippi gave to State Missions last year. This is an appalling con- 
dition, especially in view of the fact that the supreme task of the 
church is the preaching of the gospel to all the world, beginning at 
home. What we need in Mississippi just now to make Mississippi a 
Baptist empire is men and money. Money to build churches necessary 
and to pay the men who bear the message of eternal life. If we had 
the money to build a house in the 288 places where churches ought now 
to be built, and money to : upport pastors in the 300 or 400 preaching 
places that ought now to be established at mission points in Missis- 
sippr, and money to sow the State down in Baptisct doctrinal tracts, 
we could and would take Mississippi for Christ. We can do it if we 
will. We ought to do it, for we can 

















Home Missions. 





“As goes America, so will go the world,” has become almost an axiom 
among Christian statesmen. Never did the truth of this saying press 
home most forcibly to the hearts of thoughtful men than it does 
today. Most of the other so-called Christian nations of earth are doing 
their utmost to destroy each other in the most colossal war which 
he world has ever seen. Never before was there so great a need 
that our concern for and support of Home Missions should be at con- 
cert pitch. Christianizing America in our day is a task which has 
assumed almost tragic importarce. It is an immense task. There are 
in America 50,000,000 persons of responsible age, who make no pro- 
fession of religious faith. In the South there are 18,000,000 such per 
sons without religious faith 

Christianity has a better opportunity today to transform society in 
the South than elsewhere 'n America or in the world. Of every 100 
evangelical Christians in the South, 39 or 40 are Baptists. In this 
section the Baptists of the world have their supreme opportunity to 
win men and save society Here is the best Baptist fleld for Home 
Missions, and the opportunity to create the greatest base for world 
missions. The Home Board reported 38,000 baptisms by its workers 
last year. Of this large number of baptisms 17,000 were creditable to 
co-operating agencies, but 21,000 were creditable directly to Home 
Mission endeavor. The dollar given to Baptist missions in the South 
reaches a larger harvest in souls than any other mission dollar spent 
in America. 

The Home Mission Board helps to maintain missionary pastors in 
co-operation with various State agencies; engages in work among 
the negroes; is undertaking a great work for church extension work; 
conducts a great system of mission schools for highlanders; conducts 
Foreign Mission schools and foreign port and pastoral work: hae ‘n- 
stituted a most inspiring work of enlistment in co-operation with 
State agencies; has the most successful evangelistic department pos- 
sessed by any domestic missionary in America: preaches the gospel 
to the Indians in Oklahoma: does a notably successful work in Cuba 
and Panama. We earnestly commend to our churches the support of 
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the great work of Home Mission:. The intense appeal of secular in- 
terest and of pleasure {n our modern industrial civilizaion call for an 
increased effort to turn and hold the faces and hearts of men toward 
the heavenly city. In all our churches we should carry the work of 
the Home Mission Board on our hearts in prayer to God, and should 
give freely to the support of this great work. 

(1) We recommend that our churches be encouraged to make a 
larger use of the Home Mission tracts issued free by the Home Mission 
Board, and that study classes be formed in the Board; study class book, 
“Baptist Home Missions.” 

(2) We urge that larger effort be made in the churches to get clubs 
of subscribers to the Home Field. It is a splendid magazine about the 
ongoing of the Kingdom of Christ in the South and the Baptist effort 
to support Home Missions. It is a distressing and lamentable situation 
that only one Baptist teacher in five gets this magazine, which is only 
25 cents a year in clubs of five or more. 

(3) The Home Board furnishes for 50 cents a set of five large wall 
charts, suitable for the| church. If these were in the churches of the 
\ssociation they would do a great deal to teach what Home Mission 
work is 

(4) In order to make effective and definite the obligation of the 
individual church to take their full share of Home Mission work, we 
recommend that this Association assume $ as its share of the 
State's apportionment, and that the Executive Committee be author- 
ized to apportion this amount fairly among the churches. 


Foreign Missions. 


Our Foreign Mission work is the effort on Our part to carry out 
the last command of our Lord and Master, to go into all the world 
and make disciples of|all nations. The challenge of the hour to all 
our churches is the prerent call of our Foreign Mission work. The 
conditions of the world today are giving tremendous emphasis to the 
fact that all men need a simple New Testament religion. The non- 
Christian nations are awakening in a wonderful way and inquiring for 
the path of peace and the way of life. The doors are wide open. 
The people are more accessible than ever before. The harvest fields 
are ripe, and we should now thrust in the sickle and reap on a scale 
that will far transcend anything in the past. 

The Foreign Mission Board, located at Richmond, Va., composed 
of eighteen local members and eighteen State members, representing 
each State in co-operation with the Southern Baptist Convention, is 
conducting work in Italy, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, China, Japan and 
Africa. On these fields the missionariees reported last year 382 
churches with, 819 without stations: 33.584 church members, 442 Sun- 
day Schools with 23,959 scholars, and 8,833 students in mission 
schools, 384 of whom are in theological seminaries and training 
schools, preparing to preach the gospel to their own people. There 
are 300 missionaries on the field, 20 of whom were sent our during 
the past year, and a |total of 651 native workers. Notwithstanding 
difficult conditions on many of the fields, caused by the European war 
and the injury to the work in Mexico from chaotic political conditions 
in that country, 5,190 baptisms were reported during the year. 

The distressing financial conditions throughout the South, created 
by the war in Europe, caused a falling off in contributions to Foreign 
Missions last year. Many of the churches made heroic and sacrificial 
efforts, but some of them were not able to keep up their usual con- 
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tributions. This will make it more difficult for us to maintain the 
work this year unless God's people meet the situation in a still more 
heroic spirit. The convention in Houston asked for an apportionment 
of $624,000 for Foreign Missions this year. Every dollar of it will be 
needed to carry on the work successfully. Our supreme task now 
should be the raising of the apportionment as a minimum in every 
association and in every State. We should not for a moment think of 
anything less, and all must do more than this if possible. We there- 
fore recommend: 

First—That we, as an association, undertake to raise for Foreign 
Missions our full proportion of the above sum. That this amount be 
divided among the churches on an equitable basis: that we earnestly 
urge the churches to contribute the amount asked of them: that each 
church inaugurate a plan of systematic quarterly giving and remitting 
for this cause, so that the work may be taken care of and debt and 
interest payments may be avoided 

Second—That each pastor in the Association appoint a committee 
in each church of which he is pastor to canvass the membership, with 
a view to securing a subscription to the Foreign Mission Jburna! in 
every Baptist family within our bounds, so that Our people may be 
more fully informed as to our world-wide work. 

8. R. YOUNG, Committee 
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ABSTRACT OF FAITH 
—of the— 
UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
Adopted First Session, September 18, 1820. 


PREAMBLE. 


We, the churches of Jesus Christ, who have been regu.arly baptized 
upon a profession of our faith, are convinced of the utility of a com- 
bination of churches and of maintaining a correspondence for a 
preservation of our unjon among churches of the same faith and 
order: we therefore agree to form ourselves into an Association upon 
the following principles viz.: 

I. We believe in one triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost: the same in essence, equal in power and glory. 

Il. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were 
given by the inspiration of God, and are the only true rules of faith 
and practice. 

Ill. We believe in the fall of Adam from his original rectitude, 
in imputation of his sin to all posterity, the total depravity of human 
nature and in man’s inability to restore himself to the favor of God. 

IV. We believe that God has loved His people with an everlasting 
love: and that He chore them in Christ before the foundation of the 
world: that He calleth| them with a holy and effectual calling, and 
being justified alone through the righteousness of Christ imputed to 
them, they are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation. 

V. We believe that there is one Mediator between God and man, 
the man Jesus Christ, who by the satisfaction He made to law and 
justice in becoming an! offering for sin, hath by His most precious 
blood redeemed the elect from under the curse of the law, that they 
might be holy and without blame before Him in love. 

VI. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, and follow 
after justification, and are evidence of a gracious state, and that all 
rip are bound to obey every command of God from a principle 
of love. 

VII. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and a general judg- 
ment: that the happiness of the righteous and the punishment of the 
wicked shall be everlasting. 


GOSPEL ORDER. 


1. We believe that a church of Christ is a congregation of immersed 
believers, who have given themselves to the Lord and to one another 
by the will of God, and have covenanted to keep up a godly discipline 
agreeable to the rules of the gospel. 

2. We believe that Jesus Christ is the head of the church—the 
only law giver—and the government is with the church. 

3. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are gospel ordinances appointed 
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by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued in the church until His 
second coming. 

4. That immersion of the body in water, in the name vf the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the only Scriptural baptism, 
as taught by Christ and His apostles. 

5. That none but regularly baptized church members, who live a 
holy life, have a right to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

6. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to make a 


public profession of their faith by submitting themselves subjects of 
baptism and as members of the visible church. 


7. That it is the duty of every regularly organized church to expel 
from her communion all disorderly and immoral members, or thore 
who hold doctrine contrary to the Scripture. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


1. Those delegates who are regularly chosen by the churches of 
our Union shall compose the Association 

2. The delegates so chose» shall produce letters from their respec 
tive churches. certifying their appointment, together with members 
in fellowship. those baptized, received by letter, restored, dismisseed. 
excommunicated and dead since the last Association. 

3. Delegates thus chosen end convened shall be denominated the 
“Union Baptist Association.” 

4. The Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, 
who shall be annually chosen by the majority of the members present, 
who shall hold their cffices until their successors are elected 

5. If new churches desire to be admitted into this union they shall 
petition by letter and delegates. If received, the Moderator shall 
extend to the delegates the right hand of fellowship. The Association 
shall always have the power to receive or reject applicants for mem- 
bership, 

6. No church in this union shall have a right to more than three 
delegates, unless she shall exceed one hundred members, then she 
shall have a right to an additional delegate for every additional fifty 
members 

7. Every query sent to the Association by any church in the union 
shall be read and pnt to a vote by the Moderator, as to whether it 
shall be debated, and if there be a majority for it, it shall be taken 
up and investigated: provided, always, that these questions be first 
considered which affect the union of the churches. 

8 Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up by the 
Association, except it be withdrawn by the person making it. 

9. Only oné person shall speak at once, who shall rise from his 
seat and address the Moderator. 

10. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted except he 
depart from the subject. break the rules of decorum or cast reflec- 
tions upon a brother, in which case he shall be immediately called to 
order by the Moderator. 


11. No person shal! speak more than twice on the same subject 
without leave of the Moderator. 


12. No brother shall finally depart from the conference without 
leave of the Moderator. 


13. All reports to this body shall be sent up in writing. 
14. The Moderator shall have the privilege of speaking on any 
question that may be debated: provided, however, the chair be pre 
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viously filled, but shall have the privilege of voting only when the 
Association is equally divided. 

15. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the Clerk, and 
called over as Often as the Association deems expedient. 

16. We think it actually necessary to have an Association fund for 
defraying the expenses of the same, for the raising and supporting 
of which we think it the duty of each church in the union to con- 
tribute such sums as it may think proper, and send them by its dele— 
gates to the Association, and the money thus contributed by the 
churches shall be deposited in the hands of the Treasurer, by the 
Association appointed, who shall be accountable to the Association 
for all of the money by him received, and paid out according to direc- 
tion of same. 

17.. The name of the delegate shall appear upon the minutes of 
this Association who absents himself before adjournment without 
leave of absence from the Association. 

18. The minutes of this Association shall be read and corrected, 
if necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the 
Association closes. 

POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1. It shall be the business of the Association to provide for the 
general union of the churches. 

2. To keep up a friendly correspondence, when convenient, with 
other a:sociations of the same faith and order. 

8 This Association shall have no power to lord it over God's 
heritage, nor infringe upon any of the internal rights of the churches. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Association to give the churches the 
best advice in its power in difficult matters; to inquire into any 
rgb ree that may exist between sister churches and remove them, 
if possible. 

5. To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as assistants, but 
not to give them the privilege of voting. 

6. The Association shall have the power to withdraw from any 
church in the union which may be unsound of principle, or immoral in 
practice, until reclaimed. 

7. To appoint any person or persons, by and with their consent, to 
transact any business which the Association may deem necessary. 

8. The Association shall have the power to adjourn at any time to 
any place it may deem proper. 

9. The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 


17 





Seaesree cree Pacem] on fgg |60 L6z\9g %9 |gS SS |6S zb Joo SE igo 1€ | | joS LE joS Egfloo € |----- “enekey 
seseoreire “——= Igo £ joo rr | ; oo 1f€ jos 2 “100 ESrtio$ € “= £eapoy 
00 g Joo of }00 Z |00 ZOgi0O og joo z | > - ~ Sr] pey 
$g * (lg or | >> 00 OoT|oo £ are onesies AIF) 


SE rz ov o1 |o§ Ez |oo oozloo £ “COSI 130g 
Isc s . | | -- |" “"" }00 ooZloo g “(IH iaeseeg 
mreesereestesmereeeers 1D OF [SS elmer = “ywouperg 
o$ € joo SZ joo z SOUePIA0Ig MeN 


ae s£: |~ “ Gnlepy 
o§ £ |00 ooblo§ z fo > mH tAcems0 4; 
“-—" 116 16Zioo Szr\Sg € —— —" igsmore7 
“tae soe bag |e yedeq] se1G85 

: ~~ epsaqieg 

| y204 Aysniag 
PA011) QIe0q 


S/S8 11$}OS O gloo OLgioo 1 ¢! qoonuy 


ls 








SHHOYNHD 





jooyog ‘| | 
S19}S101W 
Baris, 





S| BI uepiouy 
GOoneDOssy 


sesoding 


[Btseisiar py) 
searydio 


Ney 
[B1s038101 Ww 
i} ® 





| 


“ATAVL TVIONVNIA 


| 








| Baebes . y204 Aysnag 
aUlEAN “LD “SAK: BOSQID 130g] "~ ABW Af “SaKQ) 7 GOsqID 10g 
mavania sor | ss EET SUS CO 

qoany,) voy) yumg saef sap) ow 
ajjtauemieyy| paopmery “Ay “| “SK ~ gytauemsezy 
anedey| “uoIo] Aesjeyy sayy) ~vanekteg 


= neu 307]| urwmsj0) OV S31 | diqsmorye.7 


uOosqi£y) 1104] 
a s ; ual ¥| 4304 °T dG SAK 


| 


Oo of 
$ Sz 9 $| ueui0y| 


) 


eIorso., £18\a19ACG soyjoisod jWepIseld SHHOYWNHD 


uoneon py 

| PL2ISIUL 

saruegds 
SUOISSI A 
SULISSI, 
SUOISSIA 


“A TAVL TVIOILSILVILIS (0 °W OM 











HURCHES Pastors 
RL Bri ges 
zrove }> R. Young 
y Fork | 
cb H A. Maples 
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